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JULY 16, 2013 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MINUTES 

7:00 P.M. 
 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Rhorer called the regular meeting to order on July 16, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Ashland City 
Hall, 109 East Broadway. 
 
Alderman Anderson gave the invocation. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Rhorer led in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Rhorer called the roll. 
 Ward One:  David Thomas-here, Gene Rhorer-here 
 Ward Two:  Jeff Anderson-here, John Hills-here 
 Ward Three: Anthony Taggart-here, Carl Long-here 
 
Staff Present: Joy Ahern, Interim City Attorney, Wade Middaugh, Utility Clerk and Darla Sapp, City 
Clerk. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Rhorer presented the agenda for July 16, 2013 for consideration.  Alderman Thomas 
made motion and seconded by Alderman Hills to approve the agenda as presented. Alderman Hills asked 
that the Mayor's resignation letter be placed as item 4. on the agenda. Alderman Anderson asked  under 
appearances we add  Melissa Dunn, from Aerodry Disaster Restoration. Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer called for 
the vote with the additions.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Rhorer presented the minutes of July 16, 2013 for consideration.  Alderman Thomas 
made motion and seconded by Alderman Long to approve the minutes as presented. Alderman Thomas 
reported two errors on the last page refers to Mayor Jackson should be Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer. Mayor 
Pro-tem Rhorer called for the vote with the corrections. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Rhorer presented the bills to be paid for consideration.  Alderman Thomas made motion 
and seconded by Alderman  Anderson to approve the bills as presented. Mayor Pro-tem  called for 
questions or comments. The Board asked several questions.   Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer called for the vote. 
Motion carried.    
  
Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer read the letter of resignation from Mayor Jackson.  He thanked the Mayor for his 
years of service. 
 
Karen Miller, Southern District Commissioner stated she was here on behalf of the animal control 
agreement and Angel Lane at the Board's request.  She introduced Stephanie Browning, Director of 
Public Health and Human Services with animal control services and Chet Dunn with Boone County 
Public Works. Ms. Miller stated that Angel Lane is barely passable. Stephanie Browning gave an 
overview of the animal control agreement, the cost and how the program works.  The Board discussed 
policing the dogs running at large, having a police officer be the  first response, and possibly of working 
with a local vet to hold the dog for 24 hours. The Board discussed different options. 
 
Karen Miller, Southern District Commissioner gave an overview of Angel Lane, reallocation of funds for 
street improvements and previous agreements to repair Angel Lane. She stated this road is in really bad 
shape and needs to be repaired.  She explained the agreement of the county paying for 30% percent of this 
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repair with the City paying 70%.   They discussed having a work session to work out the details of this 
repair.  Chet Dunn, Boone County Public Works stated that Angel Lane is in such bad shape  it should be 
taken back to gravel if we are not going to do any work on this.  They discussed amending the contract on 
the repair work.  CJ Dkyhouse County Attorney, Joy Ahern, Derin Campbell, and Chet, and Travis will 
work this out and bring a report back to the Board.  Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer stated it was time to get a plan 
and implement it and get this work done.  The Board instructed the City Clerk  to schedule a work session 
as soon as possible.  The Board discussed this being an industrial road and should be constructed as such. 
Chet Dunn stated that there is no engineering plan at this time.  He explained the last plan to the Board.  
Karen Miller stated they had a traffic count on Angel Lane prior to the round- a-bouts being installed on 
Route H. Chet Dunn stated they would work up a design,  preliminary cost and different options on 
bidding it out.  
 
Mike Schupp, MoDot, and Trent Brooks gave an overview of the scheduled improvements to Hwy 63 and 
making J-turns at Liberty Lane and Peterson Lane and round-a-bouts on the overpass. He stated they will 
be scheduling a public hearing and the project should bid this fall with construction next year.  He stated 
these are safety improvements along with resurfacing they are making to Hwy 63.   The Board discussed 
this at length.  Alderman Anderson questioned the possibility of improvements at Henry Clay and 
Broadway.  Mike Schupp stated they did not have money for this improvement.  He stated there should be 
different options to fixes  in this area. He stated this area has a lot of utilities and commercial real estate.  
 
Alderman Taggart questioned Mr. Schupp on West Broadway on the low laying area where the storm 
water is running over Broadway.  Mr. Schupp stated that they did put in a new pipe and rock in this area.  
The Board discussed the storm water detention pond improvements north of this and getting this water 
slowed down.    Mr. Schupp reported he would be glad to work with the City on this project.  
 
Barb Bishop questioned the entrance to Salinda Drive where the roadway is raised and the water pools.  
 
Chad Sayre, Allstate Consultant introduced himself and updated the Board on the proposed sewer 
treatment facility. He stated they are working on the final design and sizing. He addressed the issues with 
the current wastewater facility.  He discussed several options of financing this project and costs to the 
users.   He requested a work session to go into more detail of these improvements. He stated the 
completion of the project would be in two years.  Chad Sayre stated they had reviewed six different 
facilities to determine what would work best for Ashland. 
 
Steve Goehl, D.A. Davidson discussed the Boards options on refinancing the bonds 2002 and 2006 series, 
or partial refunding or calling for a bond election or  do nothing at all.  He stated if we were going to do a 
bond issue on the November ballot then it needs to be to the County Clerk's office by August 27, 2013.   
The Board discussed these options at great length and possible savings. Alderman Thomas  made motion 
and seconded by Alderman Hills to refinance our 2002 and 2006 Bond Issues if under 4.5%.. Mayor Pro-
tem Rhorer called for the vote. Alderman Thomas-aye, Alderman Hills-aye, Alderman Anderson-aye, 
Alderman Taggart-aye, Alderman Long-aye, Alderman Rhorer-aye. Motion carried. 
 
Melissa Dunn and Ivan Turner gave an overview of the fungal survey, the assessment and plan for 
remediation for the mold issue at City Hall. They stated the mold was created by the leaking roof. They 
stated the first thing is to get the roof repaired or replaced. The Board discussed the work environment for 
the employees and the need to get this repaired. The estimate for mold remediation was $17,242.00 and 
would require a clearance test.   
 
Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer asked if anyone in the audience wished to appear before the Board. 
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Mike Fulca, Chairman of the Parks and Recreation Board  addressed the Board about their decision to not 
advertise in the Boone County Journal. He stated the Parks and Recreation Board  held a special meeting 
to decide what other options they had for advertising the fall festival and other events.  He stated they rely 
on the Boone County Journal to get the word out on these events.  He stated they considered not having 
the fall festival. He asked that the Board reconsider this decision. Alderman Hills asked that they rethink 
that position of not advertising in the Boone County Journal. The Board discussed this and Alderman 
Anderson asked why we would consider reversing the position we took last week. The Board debated this 
with input from the audience demanding to know why the decision was made to do this.   Several park 
board members expressed their disappointment of the Board's decision to do this. 
 
Alderman Hills made motion that we rescind the motion to discontinue the advertising in the Boone 
County Journal  and Alderman Long seconded the motion.  Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer called for the vote. 
Alderman Thomas-aye, * Anderson  AldermanTaggart-nay, Alderman Anderson-aye, Alderman Long-
aye, Alderman Hills-aye, Alderman Rhorer-aye.  Motion carried. (amended 8-06-2013) 
 
Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer presented Council Bill No. 2013-018 for consideration.   Alderman Thomas 
 made motion and seconded by Alderman  Taggart  to take up Council Bill No. 2013-018, an ordinance 
adopting task work authorization No. 6, Salinda Drive Storm Water Evaluation to the agreement between 
the City of Ashland and Cm Archer Group PC dated December 1, 2009 for Professional Consulting 
Services. First Reading by title only.  Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer called for questions or comments. Barb 
Bishop questioned if this includes the storm water evaluation for her property. The Board reviewed the 
scope of work on the agreement.  She expressed her aggravation for this and for not being kept in the loop 
on this and as well as the time it has taken.   She asked who was in charge of this project.   The Board 
discussed this at length.  There was discussion of the resurfacing of Salinda Drive being the issue.   The 
Board stated the first step is to get the engineer to assess this. Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer reported he is an 
elected official and has to rely on staff and the engineering firm to guide them.  Barb Bishop reported the 
former city administrator was to keep her informed and failed at this.  Barb Bishop requested the Board 
have first and second reading of this Council Bill tonight. There was discussion of holding a work session 
prior to the next meeting on this. Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer called for the vote. Alderman Hills-aye, 
Alderman Thomas-aye, Alderman Anderson-aye, Alderman Taggart-aye, Alderman Long-aye, Alderman 
Rhorer-aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer presented Council Bill No. 2013-018 for the second reading tonight.  Alderman 
Thomas made motion and seconded by Alderman Hills to have the second reading tonight of Council Bill 
No. 2013-18. Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer called for the vote.  Alderman Anderson-aye, Alderman Taggart-
aye, Alderman Hills-aye, Alderman Thomas-aye, Alderman Rhorer-aye, Alderman Long-aye. Motion 
carried.  
 
Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer presented Council Bill No. 2013-019 for consideration. Alderman Thomas made 
motion and seconded by Alderman Hills to take up Council Bill No. 2013-019, an ordinance approving 
Sappington Subdivision.  First reading by title only. Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer called for questions or 
comments.  John and Genette Sappington stated that they are trying to divide their property into three lots.  
He stated this has gone before the Planning and Zoning Commission.  It was reported that the easement 
has also been  granted.   It was reported that all of the issues have been addressed. Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer 
called for the vote. Alderman Anderson-aye, Alderman Taggart-aye,  Alderman Long-aye, Alderman 
Hills-aye, Alderman Thomas-aye, Alderman Rhorer-aye. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer presented Council Bill No. 2013-020 for consideration.  Alderman Thomas made 
motion and seconded by Alderman Long to take up Council Bill No. 2013-020, an ordinance authorizing 
the Mayor to execute a contract for Information Technology Services with Personalized Computers. 
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Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer called for questions or comments. Alderman Hills stated he has not seen the other 
bids. Wade Middaugh, Utility Clerk reported that we advertised this and this was the only bid that we 
received.  Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer reported he did not  personally know this company but has heard they 
are a reputable firm. Wade Middaugh, Utility Clerk explained the services and costs.    The Board 
discussed this. Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer called for the vote. Alderman Hills-aye, Alderman Thomas-aye, 
Alderman Anderson-aye, Alderman Taggart-aye, Alderman Long-aye, Alderman Rhorer-aye. Motion 
carried. 
 
Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer presented Ordinance No. 954 for consideration.  Alderman Thomas made motion 
and seconded by Alderman Long to take up Ordinance No. 954, an ordinance accepting public 
infrastructure of Lakeview Estates Plat 7 (Lots 2-52) for Jefferson Bank of Missouri.  Mayor Pro-tem 
Rhorer called for comments or questions.  Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer called for the vote. Alderman 
Anderson-aye, Alderman Taggart-aye, Alderman Long-aye, Alderman Thomas-aye, Alderman Hills-aye, 
Alderman Rhorer-aye. Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer reported the next item on the agenda was discussion of a proposed employee 
matrix.  Alderman Hills stated he and  Alderman Taggart have set down while working on the City 
Administrator position and created a new employee matrix.  He stated having a Director of Operations 
position that would also be in charge of human resource would allow for more of a checks and balance 
system. The Board discussed this proposed employee matrix at length. The Board discussed the City 
Administrator is in charge of department heads per our code but we could change the code to redistribute 
some of the duties. He stated we have approximately 15 applications for City Administrator. Several 
people from the audience commented on the proposed employee matrix.  
 
Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer presented bids on the fence for Salinda Drive lift station. He presented the bids 
from James Fencing for 3000.00 and one from Woodlink Fencing for $3,275.00.  The Board was unsure 
why we needed to place a fence around the lift station  and asked that this be tabled until we can talk with 
Travis Davidson on this. 
 
Alderman Anderson thanked  Travis Davidson for the maintenance report and  stated this is what he has 
been wanting .   
 
Mayor Pro-tem's  report: 
Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer reported he has placed an information packet on the proposed transportation 
improvement tax for the August 6, 2013 ballot.  He stated we needed to promote this. The Board pointed 
out  a couple of typing errors and Alderman Anderson suggested placing  what ward the Alderman were 
in beside their names.  It was the consensus of the Board to agree to this flyer with the typing corrections 
as noted. 
 
Interim City Attorney Report: 
Joy Ahern had nothing to report. 
 
Board of Alderperson’s Report: 
Alderman Thomas reported the travel trailer was still in the mobile home park.  He also complained of the 
condition of the flags at the Optimist Building.  
 
Alderman Hills reported a citizen that purchased a new home in Ashland has expressed concern of 
waiting nine days for the blue trash cart. He stated that he has talked with Wade Middaugh, Utility Clerk 
on this matter and the possibility of  having some carts housed at the maintenance department for new 
customers.  



 

5 

 

 
Alderman Taggart reported he has been notified by Ernie Wren of his concern of the road construction 
work on North Main Street and keeping access to his daycare. It was reported that Travis Davidson would 
work with contractors to assist the daycare as best as possible.  It was reported the project should take a 
total of 3 to 4 days to possibly a week.   
 
Alderman Taggart expressed concern of the lot at the entrance of Martha Crump Drive along the north 
side of the daycare lot not having a sidewalk. He stated with the design in the entrance with the two 
islands it was a safety issue for children to be walking in the street.  He stated he felt this needed to be 
looked into before school starts.  There was discussion of if the city crews could do this work and an 
easement would be needed. There was discussion of the sidewalk being torn up when the lot develops.  
 
Alderman Anderson gave an overview of the current condition of the City Hall roof and  his findings  
from roofing companies.   He stated that he is waiting on  bids and we should have three different options.   
It was reported we could have a special meeting to take action on this matter in order to get the work done 
as soon as possible.   
 
Alderman Thomas  made motion and seconded by Alderman Long to go into closed session pursuant to 
Chapter 610.021 (3) personnel matters.  Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer called for the vote. Motion carried. 
 
 
The City Clerk was not present at the closed meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Darla Sapp, City Clerk       Gene Rhorer, Mayor Pro-tem 
 
 
Mayor Pro-tem Rhorer reported we are back in open session with reportable action of authorizing another 
patrol officer, Matt Nichols. 
 
Alderman Thomas made motion and seconded by Alderman Hills to adjourn the meeting.  Mayor Pro-tem 
Rhorer called for the vote. Motion carried. 
 
 


