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OCTOBER 08, 2013 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MINUTES 

SPECIAL MEETING 10:00 A.M. 
 
 
Mayor Rhorer called the regular meeting to order on October 08, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. at Ashland 
City Hall, 109 East Broadway. 
 
Alderwoman Martin gave the invocation. 
 
Mayor Rhorer led in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Mayor Rhorer called the roll. 
 Ward One:   David Thomas-here, Louise Martin-here 
 Ward Two:   John Hills-here 
 Ward Three: Anthony Taggart-here, Carl Long-here 
 
Jeff Anderson called for point of order and stated the citizens of ward two have requested their 
Alderman be seated at the table.  Mayor Rhorer asked what this falls under, does he have a 
petition or signatures.  Jeff Anderson reported he had the election results.  Mayor Rhorer 
reported this Board voted to suspend Mr. Anderson as Alderman.  Jeff Anderson asked that we 
provide the citizens the authority of his suspension.  He requested to have his seat at the table 
today.  
 
Staff Present:  Darla Sapp, City Clerk. 
 
Mayor Rhorer presented the agenda for October 8, 2013 for consideration.  Alderman Thomas 
made motion and seconded by Alderman Long to approve the agenda as presented.  Alderman 
Taggart questioned the scheduling of this meeting and the time.  Mayor Rhorer reported since we 
did not have quorum on October 1 we needed a meeting to get these items approved and this is 
when the Board members could meet.  Alderman Taggart expressed his concern of having a 
morning meeting when most citizens are at work and unable to attend.  Alderman Taggart 
reported he had to take off work in order to attend the meeting this morning.  Alderman Hills 
reported the attendance at regular meetings are very low and the primary reason for the special 
meeting is to get the city administrator contract approved so we could move forward with that. 
Alderman Taggart made motion to cancel this meeting and reschedule when citizens could 
attend. His motion died for lack of a second. Alderman Thomas reported a change in the agenda 
of the appointment of Dale Roberts for City Attorney since his recent withdrawal for 
consideration for this position.  Mayor Rhorer called for the vote.  Motion carried.   
 
Mayor Rhorer presented the minutes of September 16, 2013 for consideration.  Alderman 
Thomas made motion and seconded by Alderman Hills to approve the minutes as presented.  
Alderman Taggart noted an error of 610.21 should read 610.021. He asked if the discussion on 
Alderman Anderson was done under 610.021(1) or 610.021 (3)?  He questioned the Board's 
ability to discuss the elected official in closed session since he did not think they were employees 
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under the sunshine law.  He stated he felt that the suspension, motion to impeach, and asking for 
his resignation is a violation of sunshine law since it was in closed meeting.  He stated with that 
being said he would like Mr. Anderson to be reinstated to the table.  Alderman Taggart made 
motion to immediately reinstate Alderman Anderson.  Motion died for lack of a second.  
Alderman Hills stated that Alderman Anderson and Alderman Taggart both did not attend this 
meeting.  Mayor Rhorer called for the vote of the September 16, 2013 minutes with the 
correction of 610.21 to read 610.021.  Alderman Taggart-abstained. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Rhorer presented the minutes of September 17, 2013 for consideration.  Alderman 
Thomas made motion and seconded by Alderman Hills to approve the minutes as presented. 
Alderwoman Martin stated she should have abstained when voting on the granting of $3,000.00 
to the Optimist Club for the swimming pool because she is an Optimist member.  Mayor Rhorer 
called for the vote with the correction.  Mayor Rhorer called for the vote. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Rhorer presented the bills to be paid for consideration.  Alderman Thomas made motion 
and seconded by Alderman Long to approve the bills as presented. Mayor Rhorer called for 
questions or comments. The Board asked several questions. Mayor Rhorer called for the vote. 
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Rhorer presented the appointment of Emergency Management Director, Scott Olson, 
Boone County Fire Department. Mayor Rhorer stated he represents several communities. 
Alderman Thomas made motion and seconded by Alderwoman Martin to appoint Scott Olson to 
serve as emergency management director for Ashland.  Mayor Rhorer called for the vote.  
Alderman Hills-aye, Alderman Long-aye, Alderman Thomas-aye, Alderwoman Martin-aye, 
Alderman Taggart-aye. Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Rhorer reported Dale Roberts has withdrawn his name for consideration for the 
appointment process for City Attorney.  
 
Mayor Rhorer presented Fred Boeckmann to serve as the City Attorney.  Alderman Taggart 
made motion to appoint Fred Boeckmann  as the City Attorney.  Alderman Taggart stated it has 
been six months since we had a full time attorney on staff and he felt this should have been the 
easiest appointment.  He asked why they were dragging their feet on this. He questioned if the 
Mayor could execute his authority and make this appointment.  Alderman Hills stated we have 
an interim City Attorney currently. Mayor Rhorer asked if this could be done.  Andrew Bach, 
Interim City Attorney reported it would be a conflict of interest for him to answer this.  
Alderman Hills seconded the motion to appoint Fred Boeckmann to serve as City Attorney.  
Mayor Rhorer called for the vote.  Alderman Taggart-aye, Alderwoman Martin-nay, Alderman 
Hills-nay, Alderman Long-nay, Alderman Thomas-nay.  Motion failed.   
 
Alderman Taggart asked when the Board decided to hire a special attorney.  Mayor Rhorer 
reported this was on advice of our current legal counsel.  Alderman Hills made motion and 
seconded by Alderman Thomas to appoint David Bandre to handle the impeachment process.  
Mayor Rhorer called the vote.  Alderman Taggart-nay, Alderman Long-aye, Alderman Hills-aye, 
Alderman Thomas-aye, Alderwoman Martin-aye.  Motion carried.   
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Mayor Rhorer presented Council Bill No. 2012-025 for consideration.  Alderman Thomas made 
motion and seconded by Alderman Long to take up Council Bill No. 2012-025, an ordinance 
amending Chapter 2, City Organization by amending Section 2.103. City Administrator, 1.A. 
Appointment and Tenure of the City of Ashland Code of Ordinances.  First Reading by title only.  
Mayor Rhorer called for questions or comments.  Mayor Rhorer called for the vote. Alderman 
Hills-aye, Alderman Long-aye, Alderman Thomas-aye, Alderwoman Martin-aye, Alderman 
Taggart-aye. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Rhorer presented Ordinance No. 962 for consideration.  Alderman Thomas made motion 
and seconded by Alderman Hills to take up Council Bill No. 2012-025, an ordinance amending 
Chapter 2, City Organization by amending Section 2.103. City Administrator, 1.A. Appointment 
and Tenure of the City of Ashland Code of Ordinances.   Mayor Rhorer called for questions or 
comments.  Mayor Rhorer called for the vote. Alderman Hills-aye, Alderwoman Martin-aye, 
Alderman Taggart-aye, Alderman Long-aye, Alderman Thomas-aye. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Rhorer reported the next item on the agenda was approval of the City Administrator's 
contract. Mayor Rhorer reported this was in the packet for the Board to review and has been 
approved and edited by legal counsel.  Alderman Thomas made motion and seconded by 
Alderwoman Martin to approve the City Administrator's contract.  Mayor Rhorer called for 
discussion.  Being none he called for the vote.  Alderman Hills-aye, Alderman Long-aye, 
Alderman Thomas-aye, Alderwoman Martin-aye, Alderman Taggart-aye. Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Rhorer asked if anyone wished to appear before the Board. 
 
Calvin Crandall questioned City Interim Attorney, Andrew Bach and read the Missouri Revised 
State Statute, Chapter 79, on process of impeachment, City Code Chapter 2, 2.110 and 
questioned what case law was the suspension based off of.  Mayor Rhorer stated we were not 
here to debate our legal counsel.  Calvin Crandall demanded the case law they referenced.  
 
Mayor's Report: 
Mayor Rhorer reported he would meet with the new City Administrator around noon to sign the 
contract.  
 
Board of Alderperson’s Report: 
Alderman Taggart stated the City Code, Chapter 2 that Calvin Crandall referred to needs to be 
reviewed where it refers to elected officials and appointment officials.  He stated we need an 
opinion on the differences to look at the legality of it.  Mayor Rhorer reported he would get a 
legal opinion on this. 
 
Alderwoman Martin reported it has been brought to her attention that in front of Main Street 
Bank the landscaping is blocking the view of traffic on Broadway from North College Street. 
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Alderman Thomas made motion and seconded by Alderman Taggart to adjourn the meeting.  
Motion carried.  
 

 

Darla Sapp, City Clerk      Gene Rhorer, Mayor 

 

 

 


